
ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-2010-0014 HLC DATE:  May 24, 2010 
 PC DATE:  July 13, 2010 
     
APPLICANT:  Sidney Lock, owner 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Adams House 
 
WATERSHED:  Waller Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  4300 Avenue G 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NCCD to SF-3-H-NCCD  
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the  proposed zoning change 
from family residence, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) combining district to family 
residence – historic landmark, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) combining 
district zoning. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
The Adams House qualifies for landmark designation for its significance in architecture, 
historical associations, and community value.  The ca. 1911 house received its Colonial 
Revival styling in a 1930s remodel, and is a good example of Colonial Revival detailing.  
The house is associated with W.T. Adams, the chief clerk of the State Department of 
Agriculture, and has won several awards for its restoration after a long period of decline.  It 
is now a bed and breakfast inn and a landmark in Hyde Park. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended the proposed zoning 
change from family residence – neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) combining district 
to family residence – historic landmark – neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) 
combining district zoning.  Vote;  6-0 (Leary ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Survey (1984), but without a priority for research. 

CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
 
Architectural Description:  
Two-story rectangular-plan hipped-roof frame Colonial Revival-styled house with a two-
story sunroof addition to the left of the principal block; paired 1:1 fenestration.  The central 
front entry has a flat-roofed portico with a balustrade above consisting of a plain vertical 
stick railing.  Leaded glass sidelights and a transom frame the front door. 

 

 



Historical Associations: 
The house was originally built in 1911 as a one-story L-plan house with a wraparound 
porch, when it was the home of Richard Gesswein, who was a salesman and clerk for Hill & 
Hill Groceries and Feed on Congress Avenue.  Gesswein died in 1916, and by 1922, the 
house had been purchased by W.T. Adams, who had moved to Austin to take a job as Chief 
Clerk of the Texas Department of Agriculture.  Adams remodeled the house by 1935 into a 
one-story square plan house.  In 1939, he added a two-room, second-story addition to the 
house.  The sunroom and front porch may have been added later, but Gregg Free, who 
restored the house in 1996, believes that they were a part of the 1930s additions, even 
though they do not appear on the 1962 Sanborn map of the property.  
 
Adams grew up in Rusk, Texas, and became a prominent educator in Tyler.  He was a 
teacher, principal, and eventually superintendent of schools in Tyler until 1916, when after 
a year as the superintendent of schools in Mexia, Texas, he took the bar exam and moved to 
Houston to practice law.  He and his family moved to Austin around 1921 when he became 
the Chief Clerk of the Department of Agriculture, an executive position.  He also worked as 
an inspector and an assistant entomologist for the Department of Agriculture, and 
apparently maintained a private practice of law; the 1930 U.S. Census report shows W.T. as 
a lawyer with a general practice.   W.T. and May Adams are shown as living at  this house 
on Avenue G along with their son, W.T., Jr.  W.T. Adams was then 63 years old; May was 
61. 
 
Adams passed away in 1943; his widow, May, continued to live here until her death in 
1955.  The house then became a rental unit and suffered a great deal of decline until it was 
purchased by Gregg Free in 1996.  Gregg restored the house, including the original slate 
and longleaf pine floors, sash windows, and 12-foot ceilings.  The current owner purchased 
the house in 1997, and has been operating it as the Adams House Bed and Breakfast. 
 
PARCEL NO.:  02200611150000 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  The East 91.7 feet of Lots 17-19, Block 16, Hyde Park Addition 
No. 1. 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $5,376 (income-producing); city portion: 
$1,251. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $769,311 
 
PRESENT USE:  Bed and breakfast inn 
 
CONDITION:  Excellent 
 
PRESENT OWNER:   
Sidney Lock 
4300 Avenue G 
Austin, Texas 78751 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1911 with major alterations in the 1930s. 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  The original ca. 1911 house was a one-story wing-and-gable 
frame house; that house was modified to a square plan by 1935, and a second story added in 
1939.  The sunroom addition and front porch were added later, possibly in 1996 during an 
extensive remodeling of the house by Greg Free. 
 



ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Richard Gesswein (1911) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 



 
The 1922 Sanborn map shows the house (bottom right corner of the map) as a one-story 
wing-and-gable plan house with a wraparound porch. 
 

 
The 1935 Sanborn map shows the house as a one-story square house without the sunroom 
addition or the front porch (bottom right corner of the map). 
 

 
The 1962 update to the 1935 Sanborn map shows the house as two stories, but still without 
the sunroom addition or the front porch. 
 



 
Building permit to W.T. Adams for the construction of a two-story addition (1939). 

 

 
Water service permit (1937) 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 

 
Funeral notice for Richard R. Gesswein, the original owner of the house 

Austin American, January 23, 1916 



 
Obituary of W.T. Adams 

Austin American, September 20, 1943 

 
Funeral notice for W.T. Adams 

Austin American, September 21, 1943 
 

 
Obituary of May Adams 

Austin American, February 1, 1955 



 
From the Dallas Morning News 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


